A Blessed Christmas
from your St Luke’s Family!

CHRISTMAS OCTAVE
Year B – Friday 25th December 2020
Prayer of the Church: Psalter Week 1

Temporary Mass Schedule
Mon-Fri 10am: Mass (64 people in church ONLY)

(live-streaming except for Tuesdays, no booking required)

Saturday 6pm: Mass (64 people in church ONLY)
Sunday 9am: Mass (64 people in church ONLY)
10:30am: Children’s Mass (64 people in church ONLY)
12:00noon: Mass (64 people in church ONLY)
LIVE-STREAMED

6:00pm: Mass (64 people in church ONLY)
In order to attend, you MUST BOOK a place
by texting or emailing: 07308 217029
saintlukeschurch@yahoo.com
BY FRIDAY EVENING
Mobile number and email above are only for booking
a place at Mass!

PARISH OFFICE is CLOSED

THANK YOU!
Many thanks for all of your help, support and
encouragement during what has turned into an
incredibly hard year. It has been difficult to function at
times, but together we have done our best!
Thanks especially to our small but faithful band of
volunteers who have helped us all in being able to
attend Mass by taking bookings, ushering, cleaning and
sanitising. Thank you also to our sacristy team, servers
and musicians and those who have made St. Luke's
look so beautiful for Christmas. Many thanks too for
your generous Christmas gifts and offerings and very
kind cards and greetings, all of which are greatly
appreciated. Looking into 2021 we pray for healing and
peace in the world and hope for better times.
May God bless you and keep you safe. Fr Jeffrey, Fr
Jude, Deacon Prameel & Seminarian Bienn.
--Parish Priest: Fr Jeffrey Downie V.F.
Telephone: 01733 230464
Email: jeffrey.downie@rcdea.org.uk
Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Alfonso-Jude Belnas
Email: jude.belnas@rcdea.org.uk
Deacon: Rev. Prameel Joseph
Director of Music: Mr Jeremy Jepson BMus PGDipRCM
Pastoral Assistant: Mr Kevin Joseph
Telephone: 07850 970727
Seminarian on Placement: Bienn Carlo Manuntag

NEWS
Christmas – Midnight Mass
Gospel Reading – Luke 2:1-14
Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus stresses especially the
poverty of the family: Christ comes to the poor and is
greeted by the poor. Mary and Joseph are displaced
persons, and can find no decent place for the baby to be
born. There is no space in the living-quarters and he has
to be put in a feeding-trough among the animals.
He is greeted not by the rich presents of the magnificent
wise men from the East, but by impoverished hired
shepherds, guarding flocks in the winter night.
He is born to be the patron of the homeless and of
displaced persons. But Jesus is also the fulfilment of the
hopes of the Old Testament. The families both of John the
Baptist and of Jesus are eminently faithful to the
prescriptions of the Law, waiting for the salvation
promised to Israel. In the Temple Jesus will be greeted by
Simeon and Anna, the representatives of fidelity to the Old
Law. The birth of Jesus at Bethlehem shows that he is born
as the heir to the promises to David, that God would build
David a house of everlasting sovereignty, whose king
would be the son of God and would call God his Father.
HW - UNIVERSALIS

Feast of the Holy Family – December 27
Gospel Reading – Luke 2:22-40
The story of the Presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple
is dominated by Simeon’s welcome, ‘a light to enlighten the
gentiles and the glory of your people Israel’, and by his
warning to Mary, ‘a sword will pierce your heart’.
Simeon reiterates the angel’s promise that the child would
fulfil the destiny of Israel and Israel’s task to the nations.
Much like any family life, the promised future included the
delights of the growing, developing child, and the
background fear that the great destiny of each child may
include sorrow and even heart-break.
How much did Mary and Joseph know about the precious
child they were nurturing? As he grew to independence did
he become more loving and supportive? How did his
contemporaries find him? Was he a leader? Did he stand out
from the pack? Each of us has a private picture of the child,
the boy, the adolescent, the young man.
All we know for sure is that ‘the child grew to maturity’,
and that Mary ‘pondered all these things in her heart’,
with Simeon’s welcome and warning before her mind.
HW - UNIVERSALIS

FINANCES
Many thanks for your generosity and support through the current
circumstances. We have just about weathered the storm so far and
should continue to do so with your help. Please remember that in
the UK all parishes must be self-sufficient, receive no help from the
Vatican or Government and our reserves are non-existent. There is,
however, no pressure, so please do not worry if you are struggling,
we will manage.
For standing orders and one-off donations:
St. Luke's Catholic Parish - NatWest Bank, Cathedral Square,
Peterborough. PE1 1XH.
Sort Code: 54-21-38 Acc. Number: 97302198.
For secure Contactless & Website Donations please follow the
instructions on the card terminal in the entrance or on the website.

The Covid Rules at St Luke’s
Please do NOT: Socialise with people not in your household/support
bubble; Touch statues/pictures; Use the toilets or kitchen; Wander
around the church; Come to the church if you have symptoms.
Please DO: Sanitise hands on entrance and exit; Wear face coverings
at all times over both nose and mouth; Only sit where indicated;
Maintain social distancing; Let us know for track & trace if you get
Covid; Follow the guidance of ushers; Keep each other safe!
Hospital Chaplaincy Vacancy
With the retirements of Myles we are in need of a paid part-time
hospital chaplain for approximately 2 days each week. For an
informal conversation please speak to Fr Jeffrey & for more details
see: Job vacancy:
Job vacancy: Part Time Roman Catholic Lay / Ordained Chaplain Peterborough, North West Anglia NHS Foundation Trust,
Peterborough | trac.jobs (healthjobsuk.com)
Chocolate Tubs for HMP Peterborough
During the past week we delivered 230 tubs to be shared by the
chaplains with the residents. Many thanks for your generosity!
Christmas Offering
Many thanks for your generous offering, this gift along with the
Easter offering, forms around half the clergy's income and helps to
support them through the year. The collection is on entry and exit.
St Luke’s Bumper Christmas Raffle
Many thanks to everyone who took part in the bumper Christmas
raffle in aid of our Covid battered parish finances, (& to have a bit of
fun). The lucky winners names are on the noticeboard.
THE LIVING ROSARY GROUP
As well as caring for our children practically we should care for them
spiritually too. Pray for our children and families by joining the Living
Rosary in our parish, praying one decade a day, meditating on a
mystery. Spiritually united with every person in the group, praying
with devotion flowing from the heart, we can create a perpetual
Rosary. Contact Jolanta: jolantam161@gmail.com. The Living Rosary
will start on 1st January 2021 and we need at least 20 people.
Peterborough City Hospital
Please note that clergy are currently not allowed to visit.
Often we cannot get there anyway, which is why we have hospital
chaplains. Only they may visit patients at the moment and this
needs to be requested – please remember they are part-time and
may not be able to come on the same or next day.
The 'on call' priest may only visit for
end of life care and the 'Last Rites' (07934 796221)
Year of Saint Joseph
Pope Francis has dedicated this new liturgical year to St. Joseph. We
look forward to hearing more but for now please see here:
Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales (cbcew.org.uk)
Headteacher Vacancy
All Saints Academy, March, (Primary), please see diocesan website
for more details:
https://www.rcdea.org.uk/schools/school-vacancies/
France Swanson+
Frances, well known in our city for all that she did for Sacred Heart &
St. Oswald Parish passed away peacefully Friday 18th December at
the hospital. Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen.

