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Fifth Sunday of Easter
Year B – Sunday 2nd May 2021

Prayer of the Church: Psalter Week 1

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Year B – Sunday 9th May 2021

Prayer of the Church: Psalter Week 2
---

REVISED MASS TIMES
Mon-Fri 10am: Mass (54 people in church ONLY)
(Daily Masses and Devotions are live-streamed!)

The Month of May is the Month of MARY

Saturday 6pm: Mass (54 people in church ONLY)
Sunday

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.
In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering
and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother,
and seek refuge under your protection.
Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus
pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones
who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply.
Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and
who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them.
Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and
the consequences for the economy and employment.
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies,
that this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew.
Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana,
so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted,
and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust.
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on
the frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives to save others.
Support their heroic effort and grant them strength,
generosity and continued health.
Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who,
in their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel,
are trying to help and support everyone.
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in
scientific research, that they may find effective solutions
to overcome this virus.
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity
they may come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life
and may devise social and economic solutions
inspired by farsightedness and solidarity.
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested
in developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent
on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies
from occurring in the future.
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great
family and to recognize the bond that unites us,
so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate
countless situations of poverty and need. Make us strong in faith,
persevering in service, constant in prayer.
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress
and pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from
this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course.

9:00am: Mass (54 people in church ONLY)
10:30am: LIVE-STREAMED Mass (54 people in church ONLY)
12:00nn Mass (54 people in church ONLY)
In order to attend, you MUST BOOK a place
by texting or emailing: 07308 217029
saintlukeschurch@yahoo.com
BY FRIDAY EVENING
Mobile number and email above are only for
booking a place at Mass!
---

PARISH OFFICE is CLOSED
Parish Priest: Fr Jeffrey Downie V.F.
Telephone: 01733 230464
Email: jeffrey.downie@rcdea.org.uk
Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Alfonso-Jude Belnas
Email: jude.belnas@rcdea.org.uk
Deacon: Rev. Prameel Joseph
Email: prameel@me.com
Pastoral Assistant: Mr Kevin Joseph
Telephone: 07850 970727
Director of Music:
Mr Jeremy Jepson BMus PGDipRCM
Email: jezjepson@me.com
NEW LOCKDOWN
*Please book a place at the weekend;
*Maintain social distancing at all times;
*Please do not mix bubbles and do not mingle or linger inside
or outside the church;
*Sanitise hands on entry and exit;
*Please do not sing, please do not touch anything;
*At Holy Communion please follow directions;
*Also please keep 2m from the priest, stretch out flat hands
as far as possible, step aside to consume the host with great
care and reverence.

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust
ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Sixth Sunday of Easter

First Reading – Acts 9:26-31

First Reading – Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48

This reading is the first news that we have had that the
Church has spread beyond Jerusalem.
Paul has received his vision of the Risen Christ and has
joined the disciples, being baptised at Damascus.
Then, according to his letters, he went off to Arabia for
three years before going up to Jerusalem.
Paul’s arguing with the Hellenists (or Greeks) is a
foretaste of his bringing the Gospel to those beyond the
borders of Judaism. His fearless proclamation of the
gospel message, both in Damascus and in Jerusalem,
is a characteristic of work of the early missioners.
We have already come across it in the fearless
proclamation of the message by Peter before the Jewish
authorities. It will continue throughout the Acts of the
Apostles, even till the end, when we see Paul proclaiming
the message during his captivity in Rome. How are we to
spread the gospel fearlessly?
Perhaps mostly by sticking up for Christian principles in
moral behaviour, such as the protection of life,
the rights of the poor and disadvantaged, fearlessly facing
the issues of justice, war and peace,
and sexual morality.
But it must also be a proclamation in love and peace.

Jesus was the Messiah of Judaism, bringing to completion
the promises made to Abraham. It came as a surprise to
the first Christians that the salvation brought by Jesus was
meant not just for Jews alone but for all the peoples of the
earth. This is the scene where it happens. Peter has been
prepared for it by a vision which annulled the Jewish foodlaws. Then he was summoned to bring the Gentile
Cornelius to the faith. Now, even while he is speaking to
Cornelius and his household, the Spirit takes matters (so
to speak) into his own hands and comes down upon
Cornelius. A gentile Pentecost. Today also we are happy
to think of our own group as the chosen ones, neglecting
the breadth of God’s love and desire that all people should
turn to him and be saved. We can read again and again
that Jesus actually went out of his way to welcome lepers,
prostitutes, tax-collectors, and we still find it hard to
believe that to God they are not ‘undesirables’. God has
no favourites, but it is much more comfortable for us to
stay snugly wrapped up in our own neat cocoons.

Gospel Reading – John 15:1-8
The vine had long been a beloved symbol of Israel.
It was used by Isaiah 5.1-7 to express the Lord’s
complaint at the unresponsiveness of Israel.
It was used by Ezekiel 15 in his painstaking unpicking of
the proud symbols of Israel. It was used by Jesus in the
parable of the Wicked Vine-dressers (Mark 12.1-12) to
shame the irresponsible current leaders of Israel. Now, in
the Last Supper discourse, on the way to Gethsemane it
acquires a new dimension, the pain of pruning.
However, the suffering of Jesus is not the principal point
here: disciples of Jesus must be prepared to bear the pain
of pruning.
The image is a powerful one. To an uninstructed onlooker
the wretched, seemingly lifeless twigs left on the vines
appear totally unable to burgeon in a few months
into the rich harvest of grapes.
The most powerful of all the aspects of the symbol is the
sap pulsing through those apparently dead branches.
There is all the difference in the world between those
docked shoots and the dead twigs scattered on the ground.
Investigation into the heresies and divisions, the trials and
persecutions symbolised by such pruning is all very well,
but adherence to the vine, to Christ himself, alone gives
life to the Church.

Gospel Reading – John 15:9-17
The word ‘commandment’ often implies coercion and
regimentation, and ‘obedience’ implies an unwilling or
even a sulky child. In the case of God’s commands,
however, a commandment is a gift, indicating the way in
which love can be expressed; and obedience is a way of
seeking to draw closer to God by imitation.
The lover seeks to act like the beloved, to be modelled on
the qualities which are loved and admired.
The commands of God are not random or domineering,
but are indications of the ways in which we can draw just
a little nearer to the infinite qualities which are seen in the
creating and redeeming God. The generosity seen in the
beauties of nature and humanity, in the beauty of tolerance
and forgiveness are reflections of the divine qualities.
This is how Jesus kept his Father’s commandments and
remained in his love, and how we too may do the same.
It might even be said that Jesus needed to suffer so that we
might see that God too can endure suffering.
Suffering and the supreme suffering of death are human
experiences which cannot be predicated of God, and so
Jesus himself took them on to share and ennoble these
also. Jesus showed his love of the Father and his love of
humanity by adopting and enduring the experiences which
cannot touch an impassive God.
Such is the full meaning of the love expressed by
‘as the father has loved me, so have I loved you.’

MASS TIMES, DEVOTIONS & PRAYERS
If you would like a Mass said, please ask for an envelope from one of our ushers or from the parish clergy.
You may also send an email to Fr Jude: jude.belnas@rcdea.org.uk

Saturday 8th May: EASTER FERIA
10am – Holy Rosary
6pm – Vigil Mass, Sixth Sunday of Easter
(pre-booked with congregation) Vincent Cleary &
Desmond McNamara+
SUNDAY 9th May: SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00am – Mass (booking required) Rien & Francis Von
Reulan
10:30am – Live-streamed Mass (booking required)
Desmond McNamara+
12:00nn – Mass (booking required) Kathleen Hogg (F)
Monday 10th May: EASTER FERIA
10am – Mass with Congregation (Live-streamed)
Desmond McNamara+
Tuesday 11th May: EASTER FERIA
10am – Mass with Congregation (Live-streamed)
Jake Maury
Wednesday 12th May: EASTER FERIA
10am – Mass with Congregation (Live-streamed)
Catholic Nurses & Families (F)
Followed by Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Thursday 13th May: The Ascension of the Lord SOLEMNITY
10am – Mass with Congregation (Live-streamed)
Desmond McNamara+
6pm – Mass with Congregation - Pro Populo
Friday 14th May: Saint Matthias - FEAST
10am – Mass with Congregation (Live-streamed)
Charles & Ilene Bunker +
Followed by Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 15th May: EASTER FERIA
10am – Holy Rosary
6pm – Vigil Mass, Seventh Sunday of Easter
(pre-booked with congregation)
Pamela Kirwan+
SUNDAY 16th May: SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
(World Communications Day)
9:00am – Mass (booking required)
Barbara Healey+
10:30am – Live-streamed Mass (booking required)
Jozef Pitrus+
12:00nn – Mass (booking required)
Pro Populo

Saturday 1st May: EASTER FERIA
10am – Holy Rosary
6pm – Vigil Mass, Fourth Sunday of Easter
(pre-booked with congregation) Mary Dolan+ & Gabrielle+
SUNDAY 2nd May: FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00am – Mass (booking required) Pro populo
10:30am – Live-streamed Mass (booking required)
Desmond McNamara+
12:00nn – Mass (booking required)
Alfonsina Sessa+ and Peter Horvath+

NO MASS at St Luke’s – MAY 3 - 7
Church to be used as a polling station

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary
for England
O blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our most gentle
Queen and Mother, look down in mercy upon England thy
"Dowry" and upon us all who greatly hope and trust in thee.
By thee it was that Jesus our Saviour and our hope was given
unto the world; and He has given thee to us that we might
hope still more. Plead for us thy children, whom thou didst
receive and accept at the foot of the Cross,
O sorrowful Mother. Intercede for our separated brethren,
that with us in the one true fold they may be united to the
supreme Shepherd, the Vicar of thy Son. Pray for us all,
dear Mother, that by faith fruitful in good works we may all
deserve to see and praise God, together with thee,
in our heavenly home. Amen.

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
How are we to envisage what happened at the Ascension? Two
feet disappearing into a cloud? It is mentioned only in the Acts.
Luke, the author, is putting across several messages. Firstly, the
40 days since Easter should not be carefully counted. In biblical
language ‘40’ makes just ‘a fairly long period’, often a period of
preparation, like Jesus’ 40 days being tested in the desert, or
Israel’s 40 years of the Exodus. For all that time Jesus has been
preparing his apostles. Secondly, it is the definitive parting of the
physical Jesus, after which the Risen Christ is no longer with his
disciples. It is now the Spirit of Christ which is at the heart of the
Church, inspiring all its activity. Thirdly, Luke represents Jesus
as a prophet (and more than a prophet), so he leaves his
disciples in the same way as the prophet Elijah, who was taken
to heaven in a fiery chariot, leaving his disciple Elisha to carry
on his work, filled with a double share of his spirit.

LOCAL ELECTIONS
For people who seriously hold a religious faith, that faith guides
and directs their lives and all that they do, believe and support.
Some feel that faith has no place in politics, but this view would
exclude significant numbers of people.
When thinking of some of the issues of importance to Catholic
faith in particular, no party can be said to be a perfect fit and so
we are left weighing up different areas. Important issues for
Catholics such as health, abortion and other pro-life matters,
education, overseas aid, the environment, family life,
community, poverty, immigration and more are approached by
all parties in different ways and with varying degrees of success
or failure. National and local issues also vary. In Peterborough
the rapid growth of the city presents specific challenges. It is
very diverse with many different migrant communities and with
this a large Catholic community which local statistics suggest is
at least 20%. Of particular interest to us might be the opposition
of Liberal Democrats and Greens to the new Catholic school,
this without ever once approaching or engaging with the local
Catholic community. They also have or are developing policies
to remove faith from public life, including our schools and
hospital chaplaincies. Then there are the at times seemingly
dubious approaches to business dealings of a few local
Conservatives and the problem of anti-Semitism in the local
Labour party. It would be tempting not to vote!
A Catholic must be a Catholic. Political categories are very loose,
and Catholic positions could fall on different sides, depending
on the issue. No party presents a fully Catholic perspective. So
individual Catholics must choose with informed and prudent
judgment which parties or candidates are most compatible with
our Christian moral and social teaching. In voting and in party
allegiance, we simply have to do the best we can, trying
sincerely to follow the whole teaching of the Church on the
issues which face our society.
Our own Bishop's urge us to pray before casting our vote: “Lord,
grant us wisdom that we may walk with integrity, guarding the
path of justice and knowing the protection of your loving care
for all.”
NEXT SUNDAY
The Sixth Sunday of Easter is the Day of Prayer for Eastern
Christians when Eastern and Western Christians come together
in communion through prayer. It is an annual day of prayer
which enables Eastern & Western Christians to come together
in communion through prayer. The event unites the Roman
Catholic Church in Europe with dioceses of the Eastern Catholic
Churches in union with the Bishop of Rome. Fellowship and Aid
to the Christians of the East is launching a prayer group to
receive a monthly prayer intention for Eastern Christians. Visit:
www.facecharity.org/prayergroup. Let us pray for peace in the
world, especially in the Middle East. May the Christians in these
lands be strengthened in their faith so that they may continue
steadfastly to give witness to Jesus Christ.
YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH
Fr Luke Goymour, who grew up in our parish and is now youth
chaplain and parish priest of Brandon & Mildenhall has 'written'
a beautiful Icon of St Joseph with Jesus and Mary. The Icon was
blessed at the Mass on March 19th in the cathedral to mark this
Year of S Joseph and of the Family and has now begun a journey
around the parishes of the Diocese, in a programme which will
end back at the cathedral on March 19th, 2022. The icon will
visit us at St. Luke Peterborough from 7th-13th August.
Fr Luke's icon can be seen on the prayer cards which we are
receiving this weekend.

DAY OF PRAYER FOR VICTIMS & SURVIVERS OF ABUSE
Catholics throughout the Diocese of East Anglia are asked to join the
Church’s National Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Abuse on
Tuesday May 4, 2021. May all survivors of sexual abuse come to
know again the compassionate love of God and find healing and hope
in the risen Lord. May all who work in safeguarding place the voice of
the survivor at the heart of their service and through their care for
others help to build up the Body of Christ.

GLOBAL ROSARY FOR AN END TO THE PANDEMIC
The Holy Father has selected Shrines across the world to
participate in his special initiative to pray the Rosary during the
month of May for the end of the pandemic. He himself will
initiate this on May 1st and end it on May 31st. Our National
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham has been selected to
participate on May 1st at 5.00pm. This will be live streamed from
Walsingham to the Vatican television Centre so that Pope Francis
can see it live. www.walsingham.org.uk
ASCENSION OF THE LORD 13TH MAY
On this Solemnity, normally a Holy Day of Obligation we recall how
40 days after Jesus rose from the dead at Easter, He ascended into
heaven, completing the act of our redemption which began on Good
Friday. Mass will be celebrated at 10am & 6pm – please book places.
CHURCH CLOSED FOR ELECTIONS
Due to St. Luke's being used as a polling station we will be closed
from Monday 3rd – Friday 6th. This is necessary so that the building
can be Covid secure beforehand and sanitised afterwards. No one
should enter St. Luke's for any reason during those 5 days without
permission. During that week the clergy will also be taking a break,
though emails will be monitored. Many thanks.
VIRTUAL DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
Join Bishop Alan on Monday 3rd May: Mass at 12noon; Rosary &
Benediction 2.30pm; Or book places through the shrine to attend
in person. See: www.walsingham.org.uk
MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE MASS
This year’s Marriage and Family Life Mass will be both live and
livestreamed at the Cathedral on Saturday June 12th at 11am.
Certificates will be available for those celebrating significant
wedding anniversaries in 2020 and 2021 (anniversaries of one
year, five years and every multiple of five years thereafter). Please
register to attend the event and/or for a certificate online at:
https://www.rcdea.org.uk/marriage-mass-registration/
VOCATIONS SUNDAY
Many thanks for your generous donations to the Diocese of East
Anglia 'Priests Training Fund' over the past week. Rising numbers of
seminarians in recent years mean that this is a great and needed help
in supporting our future priests. We currently have 8 training and a
further 9 seriously discerning a vocation which is great news and an
answer to our prayers after so many years of drought! Please keep
praying for our seminarians and for more vocations to the
priesthood, permanent diaconate and the religious life.
IGNITE FESTIVAL ONLINE & AT ST LUKE’S
All young people aged 13+ are invited to the Ignite Festival Online
with members of the Ignite Team for music, inspiring talks,
workshops and prayer. Saturday 1st & Sunday 2nd May 7:00-8:30pm.
For more information & to register for Saturday
visit www.ignitefestival.co.uk
On Sunday 2nd our young people of secondary school age are invited
to meet at the church from 6pm for KFC and socialising, watching the
festival together from 7-8.30pm. Covid rules will be observed.
DESMOND MCNAMARA+
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Desmond who recently
passed away and for Virginia and Garoid who mourn his loss.

